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A BANNER DAY FOR BREAKTHROUGH CANADIAN PRODUCT 

2010 Games Puts Echotex On A Fast Track To Change The Banner Industry 

(Vancouver, BC, Canada) – As the opening ceremonies for the greenest Olympics in history approach, a Canadian business unveils Echotex, a breakthrough flag and banner fabric made from 100% recycled materials.  It is the only recycled outdoor product of its kind. The University of British Columbia is the first organization in Canada to use the new Echotex banners, recently installed at the Vancouver and Kelowna campuses.  David Roche, Development Manager, UBC Properties Trust says, “To have the option to purchase eco-friendly banners is tremendous.  It helps to lower our overall carbon footprint and allows us to be conscious of our impact on the planet in an area that was never before possible.  We were very pleased to be given the option to purchase recycled banners.”  Made from 80% of scraps from textile floors and 20% of recycled pop bottles, Echotex is unlike anything on the market. 
Susan Braverman, General Manager of The Flag Shop, the world’s only supplier of Echotex states, “With the greenest Olympics coming to our own backyard, it got us thinking, how can we create the world’s greenest banner?  The result is a fabric that not only conserves our resources but one that is made responsibly to make a real difference.  Our goal is to have every banner in Canada made of Echotex. We estimate that if every banner in Canada were made of Echotex, we would save approximately 100,000 500ml plastic bottles from landfills every year.  Echotex has the potential to drastically change our entire industry and for the first time organizations, cities and companies can display banners without significant compromise to the environment.”
When banners are retired, companies can recycle them through The Flag Shop’s initiative, Banner to Bag. This is a partnership with Sewing With Heart, a Coast Mental Health program that employs people in need.
With 13 locations across Canada, The Flag Shop has beautified cities across the country with custom made banners and flags since 1975.  Originally opening the first full service flag store in the world in Vancouver, it has grown to one of the nation’s largest flag and banner manufacturers.  Over the years, it has provided banners for The Vancouver 2010 Olympic Torch Relay across Canada, Fantastic Four movie, Calgary Stampede, CIBC Run For The Cure and the Dalai Lama’s visit to Vancouver.   
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