o WELCOME

WILL BE BLOWIN' IN THE WIND

“Welcome world, we're glad to see you.”

hat better way to convey that simple, direct greeting than through the

art of Langley students? And how better to display that art than on co-

lourful banners, festooning lamp standards throughout Langley when
the Olympic Torch Relay passes through town?

Since September Langley School District Instructional Services Coordinator Kerry
Querns has been working with artist Emilie Colbourne and Ron Reyes of Vancou-
ver’s The Flag Shop to capture the work of 80 Grade 3 to 7 students and transfer
them onto 5 x 2 foot banners. The project has received funding from the Langley
School District Foundation.

Students’ works will be proudly displayed Feb. 8 when the Olympic Torch passes
through Walnut Grove, Fort Langley, Aldergrove, the Langley Events Centre and
Langley City enroute to Vancouver and the commencement of the 2010 Winter
Games.

For the students involved in the Banner lt’s magical to

Project, the activity adds a whole new di-

mension to the biggest winter sportingevent @@ the q u al ity

on the planet. “It’s really quite magical to .
see the quality of the work the kids are pro- Of WOI"k the klds

ducing,” said Ms. Querns. “It’s a connection .

to the Olympics that will probably mean are prOdUClng
something to them and will probably in-

crease in meaning over time.”

At the beginning of the school year participating teachers attended a workshop of
their own, where Ms. Colbourne shared some of the techniques that would help
them support the Banner Project in their classrooms and share it with colleagues.
Five students from each of those teachers’ classes eventually got to attend two-hour
workshops where they produced their own banner designs on small scale templates.

The idea was to have the students art tell a story, with each individual banner being
a part of the bigger picture. The student-artists were told that their collective story

would be about “What we would like to tell the world if they saw our banners.”
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OLYMPIC BANNERS CONTINUED

Millions of people will

see their art

Knowing that thousands, perhaps millions of people might see their art, and that
their designs would be fluttering grandly from lamp standards all over Langley gave
the students an intense purpose. “They were actually being treated as grown ups,
and their art would be hanging in the real world,” Ms. Querns explained. “I think
they were all really proud to be invited. I think they really felt important.”

The result was totally focused sessions with the students absorbed in their presenta-
tion to the world. Ms. Querns and the Banner Project supporters are focused them-
selves: on getting the last 20 student artists through the process, having the banners
printed, then organizing where they will hang — a more complicated task than she
would have imagined at the outset.

Then she wants to have a celebration of the student’s art, either by busing the stu-
dents to the sites where their banners hang, or by bringing all the banners together
at one location where they can be viewed together. The details haven’t been worked
out yet.

Just as the banners are a collection of individual contributions that tells a bigger
story, organization of the event is a whole greater than the sum of its parts. “This

has been really special because people have really gotten on board and helped,” said
Ms. Querns.

So in the words of Topham Elementary School Student Gabe Smith: “Welcome
World, we're glad to see you.” And we hope what you see decorating our lamp stan-

dards will bring a smile to your lips.

CANLAN ICE SPORTS
Langley Twin Rinks - Winter Programs

Learn to Skate
v Standard (ages 6-14) & Preschool (ages 3-5)

Jan 11 to Feb 8 or Feb 22 to March 29 Monday’s 3:30-4:15pm or 4:15-5:00pm
Jan 12 to Feb 9 or Feb 23 to March 30 Tuesday’s 3:30-4:15pm or 4:15-5:00pm
Jan 9 to Feb 6 or Feb 13 to March 27 Saturday’s 2:15-3:00pm or 3:00-3:45pm
Jan to Feb or Feb to March Tues'’s or Wed’s 9:45-10:30am or 10:30- 11:15am

(Preschool Only)
Youth Hockey Academy
v Hockey Tips for Tots (ages 3-6)

Jan to Feb or Feb to March Tues's or Wed's, 9:45-10:30 or10:30-11:15am

Jan 9 to March 27 Saturday’s, 2:30-3:30pm
v Intro to Powerskating (ages 5-9)
Jan 11 to March 29 Monday’s, 4:15-5:15pm
v Powerskating (ages 9-12)
Jan 13 to March 31 Wednesday’s, 4:15-5:15pm

v Powerskating and Hockey Skills (ages 9-12)

Jan 14 to March 25 Thursday'’s, 4:30-5:30pm

Adult Hockey Academy (ages 18+)

v Women's Beginner Hockey Development

Jan 10 to March 28 Sunday’s, 9:30-10:30am

v Powerskating & Hockey Skills
Jan 13 to March 31 Wednesday’s 7:15-8:15am
Jan 10 to March 28 Sunday’s, 10:45-11:45am
v Skating Shooting and Scoring
Jan 10 to March 28 Sunday’s, 12:00-1:00pm

Register Online: www.icesports.com

Or by Phone: 604.532.8946

Canlan Ice Sports- Langley Twin Rinks
5700 Langley Bypass, Langley BC, V3A 8L7
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